Pennsylvania considers e-bikes vehicles, but regulations pertaining to licensing, registration, inspection, and insurance laws differ depending on the manufacturer’s design specifications.  Although bicycles are generally legal to ride on the road, many e-bikes may be illegal to ride on Pennsylvania roads.  If your machine cannot be operated without pedals and without the electric motor IT IS NOT AN E-BIKE.  
Defining an E-Bike
The Pennsylvania Vehicle Code refers to an e-bike as a pedalcycle equipped with electric assist and defines them by the following characteristics:
· Weighs less than 100 pounds
· No more than three wheels
· Wheels must be greater than 11 inches in diameter
· Must have operable pedals
· Electric motor less than 750 watts
· Designed to go less than 20 mph on a level road with the motor alone
How the Laws Apply to Riders
If the specific e-bike meets the characteristics listed above:
· It is not required to be registered, insured, or inspected
· No license required of the rider
· Rider must be 16 years or older
· No helmet required of the rider
If the specific e-bike exceeds the above characteristics then it would be considered a motor vehicle and would be governed by other sections of the Vehicle Code.
Sidewalk Use
Like bicycles, it is legal to ride e-bikes on public sidewalks (except business districts) in Pennsylvania, but all other laws and rules relating to the vehicle characteristics and rider age/licensing requirements are still applicable.
Where Can I Legally Ride?
If meeting all of the requirements, you can legally ride your e-bike anywhere that is legal for bicycles to ride.
If you are under 16 years old your e-bike does not fit the definition of a Pedalcycle with electric assist, the primary location where you may ride your e-bike is private property.
Staying Informed
If you are unsure whether your e-bike is legal to ride on the roadway, contact the Upper Allen Police to speak with an officer who can assist with sorting out the information specific to your e-bike.
It’s important to be aware that rules and regulations about e-bikes can change. Refer to these resources for additional information:
· PennDOT Micro Mobility Fact Sheet: https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/penndot/documents/travelinpa/active-transportation/documents/pa-micromobility-fact-sheet.pdf
· PennDOT Mopeds, Motor-Driven Cycles and Motorcycles Fact Sheet: https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/penndot/documents/public/dvspubsforms/bmv/bmv-fact-sheets/fs-momo.pdf
· Pennsylvania Vehicle Code Title 75 §3514 - Special Vehicles and Pedestrians: https://www.palegis.us/statutes/consolidated/view-statute?iFrame=true&txtType=HTM&ttl=75&div=0&chpt=35&sctn=1&subsctn=0
· Pennsylvania Vehicle Code Title 75 §102 - Definitions: https://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/CT/HTM/75/00.001.002.000..HTM

